PEDIGREE PROFILE

Social Queen prevails in Gallorette with late rally

Last Saturday’s BlackBerry Preakness Stakes (G1) undercard in-
cluded a thrilling last-to-first rally from Social Queen, who overcame
a tepid pace to prevail in the final strides of the $100,000 Gallorette

Stakes (G3) at Pimlico Race Course.
The five-year old Dyna:former mare won by a head and completed
1% miles on firm turf in 1:41.84
to snap a five-race losing streak.

Social Queen’s three previous
stakes victories were all on the
grass at Monmouth Park, includ-
ing the Eatontown Handicap (G3)
S in June 2008. She has won six of
3 3 17 starts and amassed $321,847
I < in purse earnings.

= Bred in Kentucky by James
English and Hermitage Farm, So-
cial Queen was sold for $275,000 at the 2005 Keeneland September
yearling sale.

She is the first foal out of Grade 3-placed stakes winner Gal On the
Go, by Irgun. For good measure, she is the first graded stakes win-
ner produced by an Irgun broodmare.

Social Queen’s younger siblings include Queen’s Quest, a placed
four-year-old Monarchos filly; an unraced three-year-old Dixie Union
filly named Passe; an unnamed juvenile colt by Pleasantly Perfect; a
yearling colt by Tapit; and a 2009 filly by Arch.

Beyond this first generation, Social Queen’s tail-female line appears
to have survived in a state of obscurity for a very long time. Her only
important close relative is Grade 1-winning gelding Perfect Drift, Dy-
naformer’s richest offspring who bankrolled $4,714,213 during eight
racing seasons. Heis out of Social Queen’s third dam, the Naskra mare
Nice Gal.

Farther back, our subject’s extended family continued to be rela-
tively lacking in superior runners throughout most of the 20th century.

And yet, Social Queen traces back to one of America’s oldest sur-
viving female families (family number 12-b). Her 28th dam, *Diana (or
Duchess), by the Cullen Arabian was imported in 1763 to Virginia,
where she would be credited with forging one of this country’s most
influential 19th century tribes. Her descendants include racing greats,
such as Lexington, Salvator, and Commando.

Social Queen hails from the 14th crop of Dynaformer and repre-
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sents her sire’s second daughter to capture the Gallorette, following
Film Maker in 2005.

Earlier this month, Dynaformer reached the milestone of having
sired 100 individual stakes winners. The ultra-consistent Roberto stal-
lion is also represented this season by Grade 3 winner Gozzip Girl and
Americain, winner of the Prix Vicomtesse Vigier (Fr-G2) on May 17
at Longchamp.

Of note, good things seem to occur when the blood of Roberto is
crossed with that of Naskra. Besides Perfect Drift and Social Queen,
Naskra appears in the pedigrees of the dams of Dynaformer’s sons
Mystery Giver, a Grade 2 winner and career earner of $1,244,715, and
Grade 1 winner Purim. Monarchos and Strong Contender also carry
this cross.

Social Queen is one of a shrinking number of American Thor-
oughbreds whose pedigrees are completely free of the dominant male
lines of Northern Dancer, Mr. Prospector, and Seattle Slew.

Rommy Faversham is a pedigree specialist and author living in Los
Angeles. More of his work is available at http://www.equicross.com.
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