PEDIGREE PROFILE

Untested silver sophomore ignites a Flashpoint in Hutcheson

by Rommy Faversham

Peachtree Stable’s young hotshot Flashpoint proved overwhelm-
ing in victory as he handled the imposing jump in class from maiden
winner to graded stakes company with aplomb, charging past odds-
on favorite Travelin Man in early stretch to score by 7% widening
lengths in the $150,000 Hutcheson Stakes (G2) on Saturday at
Gulfstream Park.

The well-built
three-year-old en-
tered the seven-
furlong race off a
£ facile victory in his
career debut at
Aqueduct on Janu-
ary 15, when he won
by acomfortable 6%
lengths.

BredinFloridaby
_ _ Silverleaf Farms, the
FLPIN = unbeaten Pomeroy

coltwasacquired by
his current owners for $100,000 at the 2009 Keeneland September year-
ling sale.

Flashpoint is the youngest of five winners from six starters out of
multiple stakes winner and multiple stakes producer Two Punch Lil,
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March 3, 1966—0gden Phipps’ Buckpasserwon the Fla.mmgo
Stakes by a nose under Bill Shoemaker. The Tom Fool colt was
such a prohibitive favorite among the field of nine that the race
was declared a nonwagering contest and dubbed “The Chicken
Flamingo.”

March 3, 1985—Bill Shoemaker became

the first jockey in history to win $100-million in | ]
purses when he won the Santa Anita Handicap 48
(G1) aboard Lord At War (Arg). 8
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his 4,000th career win aboard Frank Musso in I8
the third race at Golden Gate Fields. BAZE
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a mare with a particularly novel pedigree.

Two Punch Lil’s third dam, Toast of the Town, is a full sister to
Raise a Native, the foundation stallion who serves as Two Punch
Lil's paternal great grandsire. As such, Flashpoint’s dam demon-
strates inbreeding, 3x3, to full siblings along her tail-male and fe-
male lines. This auspicious formation is known as the “Delta pattern.”

Flashpoint’s sire, Pomeroy, contributes another strain of Raise a
Native through his most frequent conduit, our subject’s closestinbred
progenitor, Mr. Prospector.

Two Punch Lil also produced Uncle Lee Sam, by Exploit, who
captured a stakes race in Japan at 1,400 meters (6.96 furlongs).

Flashpoint hails from the first crop of multiple Grade 1-winning
sprinter Pomeroy and represents his sire’s second graded stakes
winner following this season’s Forward Gal Stakes (G2) winner
Pomeroys Pistol.

Flashpoint inherited his gray or roan coat from record-breaking
1936 Epsom Derby winner and key sire *Mahmoud. Curiously, the
transmission of this Mendelian dominant trait has followed a con-
tinuous zig-zag course, from sire to daughter to son, that has spanned
eight generations. For good measure, all eight of these individuals
have become stakes winners.

The plan may be to stretch Flashpoint out to 1% miles in the Florida
Derby (G1) on April 3 at the Hallandale Beach, Florida, track.

It is worth noting, however, that the Hutcheson never has served
as an effective springboard for the Triple Crown. From 57 previous
runnings, only Swale in 1984 and Spectacular Bid in 1979 have
parlayed victories in this race with wins in any of the classics.

Moreover, despite the brilliant start to his career, Flashpoint’s
pedigree figures to raise some serious doubts as to whether he can
handle a classic distance. For example, it does not help that all six
of his parents and grandparents were dedicated sprinters.

Likewise, the average winning distance among Pomeroy’s offspring,
while a very small sample size, stands at a rather compact 5.96
furlongs.

Rommy Faversham is a pedigree specialist and
author living in Los Angeles. More of his work is

available at http://www.equicross.com.
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