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Darley homebred Sepoy fits the bill in Golden Slipper

Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid al Maktoum’s Darley operation en-
joyed brilliant representation on April 2 in the world’s richest race for
two-year olds as Sepoy delivered an overpowering performance at
Rosehill Gardens in the $3,665,126 AAMI Golden Slipper Stakes (Aus-
G1).

Sent off as the favorite, the Elusive Quality colt won by two lengths
and completed 1,200 meters (5.97 furlongs) in 1:10.05 on turf rated
as dead.

The season’s probable Australian juvenile champion, Sepoy’s ca-
reer mark stands at five wins and a second from six lifetime starts.

The chestnut’s four previous wins include a 4%-length romp in the
Patinack Farm Blue Diamond Stakes (Aus-1) at Caulfield. He, there-
fore, becomes only the fifth horse, and first since 1989, to capture both
Melbourne’s and Sydney’s top events for two-year olds.

Sepoy hails from the fifth Australian crop of the Darley shuttle stal-
lion Elusive Quality, who served a total of six Southern Hemisphere
breeding seasons (2003-2008) in the Hunter Valley of New South
Wales.

Far more of an influence north of the equator, Elusive Quality
was leading U.S. general sire in 2004, more recently as North Amer-
ica’s leading sire by number of total progeny stakes wins in 2010.
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For the last two years, he has been shuttling to Stud TNT in Brazil.
Of particular interest, Elusive Quality’s only other Southern Hemi-
spheric Group 1 winner is the filly Camarilla, a near full sister to Sepoy

as their dams are full sisters.

Sepoy and his dam both are Australian Darley-breds. Our subject

is the first winner out of the placed Danehill mare Watchful, a full sis-
ter to 1999 Queensland Derby (Aus-G1) winner Camarena. When Elu-
sive Quality was bred to Camarena, she produced 2007 Inglis Sires’
Produce Stakes (Aus-G1) winner Camarilla.

Certainly bred for the occasion, the bottom half of Sepoy’s imme-
diate pedigree features arich series of relations to former Golden Slip-
per winners.

Sepoy’s unraced grandam, Canny Miss, is a three-quarter sister to
1990 Golden Slipper winner and prominent Australian sire Canny Lad.
Canny Miss was sired by 1982 Golden Slipper winner Marscay.

Evidence of his profound influence on the Australian Thorough-
bred, Sepoy’s broodmare sire, nine-time leading Australian sire Dane-
hill, appearsin the pedigrees of 12 of the last 18 Golden Slipper winners.

The cross of Elusive Quality with Danehill mares creates the trip-
lication of Northern Dancer’s dam, Natalma, 5x5x5. It also pairs up
the full brothers Graustark and His Majesty, 5x4.

Rommy Faversham is a pedigree specialist and author living in Los

Angeles. More of his work is available at http://www.equicross.com.
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