PEDIGREE PROFILE

A 5\ by Rommy Faversham

Guineas hero Camelot a bona fide Triple Crown threat

Sadler’s Wells’ consummate son, the late, great runner and
stallion Montjeu (Ire), was complimented by his first English
Two Thousand Guineas (Eng-G1) winner last Saturday as un-
defeated Camelot found his best stride in time to capture the
classic over the Rowley Mile at Newmarket Racecourse.

It was a memorable sixth English Guineas victory for trainer

- " A4 Aidan O’Brien and
1] the first with his able

; son Joseph in the
irons. Remarkably, all
six of O’'Brien’s wins
have come in his
three-year olds’ sea-
sonal debuts.

Camelot’s juvenile
season consisted of
two  authoritative
performances in one-
mile tests, the second
coming at Doncaster in the Racing Post Trophy Stakes (Eng-G1)
on October 22.

Pedigree-wise, the Guineas would appear to be the toughest
ofthethree classics for Camelot to win. No surprise then, British
bookmakers have made him the odds-on favorite for the 1v-
mile Investec Derby (Eng-G1) on June 2. More interestingly,
Camelot is posted at odds of 3-to-1 to become the first horse
since the legendary Nijinsky II in 1970 to complete England’s
Triple Crown by winning the nearly 1'%smile Ladbrokes St.
Leger Stakes (Eng-G1) at Doncaster in September.

Bred by Sheikh Abdulla bin Isa Al-Khalifa, Camelot was the
highest-priced Montjeu yearling in 2010 when purchased by
the Coolmore partnership of Derrick Smith, Michael Tabor
and Susan Magnier for 525,000 guineas (5875,936) at the Tat-
tersalls October yearling sale.

He is the second winner from as many starters out of the
multiple stakes-winning Kingmambo mare Tarfah.

Unraced at two, Tarfah won five of her eight lifetime starts
from age three to five, including Newmarket’s 1%-mile VCBET
Dahlia Stakes (Eng-G3).

Furtherback, Camelot’s family, both immediate and extended,
has enjoyed a relatively unremarkable amount of success.

Most notably, his fourth dam, One Over Parr, by Reform,
won the 1975 Cheshire Oaks (Eng-G3) and Yorkshire Oaks
(Eng-G3), a year after her full sister, Polygamy, captured the
Epsom Oaks (Eng-G1).

In terms of history and legend, Camelot’s tail female line
does, rather fittingly, trace to one of the most amazing female
Thoroughbreds of all time.

His 17th dam is none other than Hungarian supermare Kinc-
sem, who became a household name in the late 1870s through-
out Europe when she won a stunning 54 races without suffering
a single defeat.

Prior to his untimely death from septicaemia in late March,
Montjeu was one of Europe’s most successful classic sires, a
title challenged only by fellow Coolmore elite sire Galileo (Ire).
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Montjeu’s tally of three Derby winners and two St. Leger win-
ners puts his progeny aiming to go long in good stead.

Crossing a son of Sadlers Wells with a Kingmambo brood-
mare is actually the reversal of one of Europe’s most effective
ongoing affinities, one that appears in the pedigrees of a grow-
ing list of top runners, including Henrythenavigator and Di-
vine Proportions.

More benefits derive from a double dose of the Rough Shod
family, in this case her granddaughter Special.

Rommy Faversham is a pedigree specialist and author living
in Los Angeles. More of his work is available at

http://www.equicross.com.

Chime in! We want your opinion. Click here to leave your
comments about this feature.
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