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Arkansas Derby winner Bodemeister aims to end 130-year drought

With nothing less than victory to suffice, Bodemeister’s sen-
sational 9-%length scorein the $1-million Arkansas Derby (G1)
on April 14 not only reserved the colt a starting berth in the
Kentucky Derby Presented by Yum! Brands (G1) butalsoiden-
tified him as one of this year’s top-billed contenders.

Shedding his blinkers for the first time, the front-running
Bodemeister was never challenged. The favorite at 2.40-to-1,
he was timed in 1:48.71 for the 1% miles on Oaklawn Park’s
main dirt track, which was listed as fast.

The lightly raced colt became the second highly regarded
son of Empire Maker trained by Hall of Famer Bob Baffert
and campaigned by Zayat Stables to start in the Kentucky
Derby, following Santa Anita Derby (G1) winner Pioneerof
the Nile, who finished second to Mine That Bird in 2009.

The kicker for Bodemeister will be overcoming one of the
longest and most daunting of streaks in the annals of racing:
no horse who was unraced as a two-year-old has gone on to
win the Derby since Apollo in 1882.

Bred in Virginia by Audley Farm, the bay colt brought
$260,000 at the 2010 Keeneland September yearling sale.

He is the first runner produced by the Storm Cat mare
Untouched Talent, who was herself near the top of her divi-
sion on the West Coast through the summer of her juvenile
season in 2006, capturing the Sorrento Stakes (G3) and then
finishing second in the Del Mar Debutante (G1) and Darley
Alcibiades (G2) Stakes. The talented filly’s racing career was
cut short soon thereafter by a series of throat issues.

Bodemeister’s second and third dams, Parade Queen and
Spanish Parade, respectively, both were stakes winners on
turf. Each one, in fact, was triumphant in Churchill Downs’
Mrs. Revere Stakes, a Grade 3 event when taken by the
former.
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This American family was initiated in the mid-1970s with the
importation of England’s 1973 champion two-year old filly
*Bitty Girl, Bodemeister’s fifth dam.

As a matriarch, Bitty Girlis best known as third dam of 2003
champion two-year old male Action This Day.

A precocious dam from the hot blood of Storm Cat has never
been a recipe for Triple Crown success, but tempering from
the sober, classic influences of A.P. Indy, Roberto, and Nijinsky
II makes for an interesting bottom half to this pedigree.

Bodemeister hails from the fifth of seven U.S. crops of Empire
Maker, who is in his second year at stud at the Shizunai Stallion
Station on the northern Japanese island of Hokkaido.

The Unbridled sire line, clearly one of Mr. Prospector’s
healthiest branches, looks to be well represented in thisyear’s
Derby with the likes of Bodemeister, Secret Circle, Dullahan,
and Done Talking, all recent winners of important Derby preps.

Going into 2012, the cross between sons of Unbridled and
daughters of Storm Cat has been anything but productive.
With the start of the new year, however, this combination has
been on fire.

Keeping Bodemeister calm through the prerace clamor of
Churchill Downs appears vital.

Rommy Faversham is a pedigree specialist and author living
in Los Angeles. More of his work is available at
http://www.equicross.com.

Chime in! We want your opinion. Click here to leave your
comments about this feature.
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