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PEDIGREE PROFILE

Caixa Eletronica’s pedigree represents non-Phalaris lines

Ever since Repole Stable and trainer Todd Pletcher claimed
the unusually bred Caixa Eletronica for $62,500 on March 9,
2011, the seven-year old chestnut has been a veritable money
machine, both literally and figuratively.

Looking well beaten at the top of the stretch, Caixa Eletron-
ica, who gets his name from the Portuguese phrase for cash
dispenser or ATM, rewarded his backers with an amazing late
charge betweenrivalsto capture the $400,000 True North Hand-
icap (G2) on last Saturday’s Belmont Stakes undercard.

Running back only 12 days after a fourth-place finish in the
Metropolitan Handicap (G1), the intrepid chestnut finished the
six-furlong sprint with a flurry scoring by three-quarters of a
length over a fast track in 1:09.52.

Since the providential claim, Caixa Eletronica has annexed
three graded stakes, including the $1-million Charles Town
Classic Stakes (G2) on April 14, 2012. Last year, he was third
in a pair of prestigious Grade 1 events, the Metropolitan Hand-
icap and the Vosburgh Invitational Stakes.

In his sixth season of racing, Caixa Eletronica has become a
fullfledged cash cow now sporting a career mark of 18 wins
and 18 additional in-the-money performances (67%) from 54
starts and lifetime earnings of $1,395,705.

Caixa Eletronica’s durability and relatively belated develop-
ment appear to have been inherited from the top half of his
pedigree.

He is the first stakes winner for his sire, Arromanches, per-
haps the epitome of a blue-collar stallion.

A nonstakes-winning son of sire-of-sires Relaunch, Arro-
manches stands for a $1,500 fee at Buckshot Stables in Liberty,
Indiana.

In 2001-2002, the nearly all-white horse developed a bit of a
following when stringing together ten consecutive victories at
Monmouth, Belmont, and Aqueduct at midlevel claiming and
allowance levels at the ripe old ages of eight and nine.

Hitting the board in 55 of his 78 starts (71%), Arromanches
won 31races. For good measure, the popular runner was claimed
on 14 occasions.
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Bred in Kentucky by Richard Rowan, Caixa Eletronica is the
first foal out of the unplaced Skip Away mare Edyta.

He also represents the first graded stakes winner from a
daughter of Skip Away.

Evidence of his immediate family’s dormancy, Caixa Eletron-
ica is the first stakes winner under his first three dams, a trio
whose combined race record was 0 for 13.

The last trace of an important tailfemale relative is Caixa
Eletronica’s stakes-winning fourth dam My Charmer, best
known as the dam of Triple Crown-winning breed-shaper Seattle
Slew and his Two Thousand Guineas (Eng-G1)-winning half
brother Lomond.

Considered a five-generation outcross, the closest pattern of
inbreeding within the above pedigree is the 5x5 tandem of full
brothers Graustark and His Majesty.

Another more distant family link, Arromanches’ broodmare
sire Sauce Boat shares the same grandam, the influential ma-
triarch Uvira II, as Iron Ruler, who appears as the sire of Skip
Away’s grandam.

Considering the universal domination of the Phalaris sire
line, Caixa Eletronica adds distinction by the seven male an-
cestorsin the first three generations of his pedigree, all of “non-
Phalaris” tail-male descent.

Since only about 8% of contemporary American Thorough-
breds arise from this minority of sire lines, the likelihood of an
individual having four great-grandsires all of non-Phalaris ori-
gin could be calculated as 0.08 to the fourth power.

This rather small number (0.00004) then multiplied by an ap-
proximation of the national foal crop produces a final figure of
somewhere between one and two, the total number of individ-
uals bred each year in this fashion.

The increasingly atypical pedigree of a “throw-back”, both
in blood and deed.

Rommy Faversham is a pedigree specialist and author living
in Los Angeles. More of his work is available at

http://www.equicross.com.
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