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Pegasus winner Le Bernardin adds to family fortune

Darley Stable’s Le Bernardin bounced back from a hapless
last-place effort in the Peter Pan Stakes (G2) to take his first
black-type event on Sunday, scoring a well-timed neck victory
in the 14s-mile Pegasus Stakes (G3) at Monmouth Park.

Unraced at two, the three-year old Bernardini colt’s record
stands at three wins from five starts with a bankroll of $146,000.

Getting his name from a luxurious Times Square eatery, Le
Bernardin was a $325,000 purchase at the 2010 Fasig-Tipton
Saratoga sale of selected yearlings.

The dark bay or brown colt was bred in Kentucky by Michael
G. Rutherford, who also bred and raced his dam—the Wild
Again mare La Rosa, best at age two when capturing the 1995
Demoiselle Stakes
(G2).

From six starters,
LaRosahas produced
 five winners, including
! 2006 Sabin Stakes
(G3) winner Taittinger
Rose, by Menifee. Le
Bernardin also has an
unraced two-year-old
full brother.

Themostcelebrated
member of this im-
mediate clan is La Rosa’s dam, 1985 Breeders’ Cup Juvenile
Fillies (G1) winner Twilight Ridge. La Rosa’s half sister, mul-
tiple stakes-winning filly Daylight Ridge, by Dayjur, is the dam
of multiple stakes winner Independent George, by Cozzene.

Further back, this family was developed by eminent horse-
man Fred W. Hooper, who bred Le Bernardin’s third and fourth
dams, Waving Sky and Fading Sky, respectively, and purchased
fifth dam Haze for $8,500 at the 1954 Keeneland summer year-
ling sale.

The Olympia mare Haze, in fact, became one of Hooper’s key
foundation broodmaresinFlorida. Dam of three multiple stakes
winners, including 1974 Whitney Handicap (G2) winner and
useful sire Tri Jet, Haze subsequently served as ancestress to
several dozen stakes winners, including 1978 Futurity Stakes
(G1) victor Crested Wave, 1976 Hollywood Lassie Stakes (G2)
heroine Wavy Waves, and 1979 Gulfstream Park Handicap (G1)
winner Sensitive Prince.

Le Bernardin hails from the second crop of three-year
champion and A.P. Indy scion Bernardini, who is both bred
and owned by Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Rashid al Mak-
toum’s Darley.
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Le Bernardin, dk. b. or br. c., 2009
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Quite a different story stateside where Bernardini contin-
ues to tantalize as a classic sire getting good numbers of run-
ners logging quality time on the Triple Crown trail. Lastyear’s
Travers Stakes (G1) victory from first-crop son Stay Thirsty
stands as his biggest accolade.

Bernardini currently enjoys a comfortable lead in progeny
earnings among North American third-crop sires, ranking tenth
overall.

Crossing the sons of A.P, Indy with daughters of Wild Again
has not led to any statistical evidence of an affinity, but does in-
clude Grade 1winner and Triple Crown aspirant Pyro, by Pulpit.

Could it be that Bernardini proves good enough to ultimately
supplant Pulpit as A.P. Indy’s best son at stud?

That would be a tall order, particularly since the latter has
already become a flourishing sire-of-sires.

Notwithstanding, Bernardini figures to continue to benefit
from an annual book of broodmares that is superior in both
quantity and quality. This has certainly facilitated his brilliant
early numbers of graded and group stakes winners, in partic-
ular Gradel or Group 1 winners.

Rommy Faversham is a pedigree specialist and author living
in Los Angeles. More of his work is available at
http://www.equicross.com.

A.P. Indy and his best sons at stud
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