PEDIGREE PROFILE

French Beret posts second straight win in Colonel E. R. Bradley

by Rommy Faversham

Homebred French Beret proved gallant in a repeat win in the

$100,000 Colonel E. R. Bradley Handicap (G3) at Fair Grounds on

= January 10 ashe emerged from a hotly

contested stretch duel to nip Golden
Yank at the wire for a nose victory.

The six-year-old Broad Brush geld-
ing won for the first time since capturing
last year’s edition of the race. He was
clocked in 1:44.98 for 1% miles on a
turf course rated as good.

Winner of three stakes, including
FRENCH BERET the 2006 Toronto Cup Stakes at Wood-
bine, the bay homebred has triumphed in four of his 34 lifetime starts
and has earned $645,114.

French Beret and his stakes-winning dam Misty Mission both were
bred in Ontario by Sam-Son Farms.

Misty Mission’s first foal, French Beret has a three-year-old half
brother, Cross Every Bridge, by Giant’s Causeway, who won his lone
2008 start as a three-year-old. Misty Mission also is the dam of a ju-
venile colt by El Prado (Ire) and a yearling filly by Dynaformer.

French Beret’s grandam, Hangin On a Star, a three-time stakes
winner, was purchased by Sam-Son at the 1985 Fasig-Tipton Saratoga
yearling sale for $550,000. She produced Canadian two-year-old colt
champion Comet Shine and multiple Grade 2-placed winner Sky
Colony in addition to Misty Mission.
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French Beret, b. g., 2003
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French Beret’s unplaced third dam, Hangin Round, was recognized
as Canada’s 1980 Broodmare of the Year. She is the dam of two-time
Canadian champion Rainbow Connection, who is, in turn, the dam of
multiple Canadian champion Rainbows for Life as well as multiple Eu-
ropean group stakes winner Colour Chart, the dam of United States
champion two-year-old filly Tempera.

This family originally reached North American shoresin 1963, when
French Beret’s fourth dam, *Auburns Pride, was imported to the
United States.

Interestingly, *Auburns Pride also is the third dam of the gelding
Dixie Poker Ace, who won 18 Louisiana stakes races, including the
Colonel E. R. Bradley in 1992, ’93, and "94.

French Beret hails from the 15th crop of 1994 leading general sire
Broad Brush, who was pensioned from stud duties after the 2004
breeding season. Sire of 37 graded or group stakes winners, Broad
Brush'’s total progeny earnings now exceed $68-million.

French Beret could be described as having a relatively “old” pedi-
gree as he is a tail-male descendant of the timeworn Domino line,
whose closest inbreeding pattern (5x5) is to venerable 1940s handi-
cap star and breed-shaping stallion *Princequillo.

The Colonel E. R. Bradley Handicap honors one of America’s most
esteemed horsemen, who owned and improved Fair Grounds in New
Orleans from 1926 through ’34. Fittingly, Bradley’s prominent sires
Blue Larkspur and *North Star and his immortal matron *La Troi-
enne all grace French Beret’s extended pedigree.

Rommy Faversham is a pedigree specialist and author living in Los
Angeles. More of his work is available at http://www.equicross.com.

Saturday
SAN FERNANDO S. (G2), SA, $200,000, 8.5f, 4yo.
SANTA YNEZ S. (G2), SA, $150,000, 7f, 3yof.
SAN RAFAEL S. (G3), SA, $100,000, 1m, 3yo.
MR. PROSPECTOR H. (G3), GP, $100,000, 6f, 4&up.
La Senora H., Sun, $125,000, 6f, 3yof.
Dania Beach S., GP, $100,000, 8fT, 3yo.
California Derby, GG, $100,000, 8.5f, 3yo.
Pasco S., Tam, $75,000, 7f, 3yo.
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