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Spinaway winner carries valuable cross of full brothers

by Rommy Faversham

In her second lifetime start, Grace Hall again was much the
best as the two-year-old Empire Maker filly drew offlate to take
the seven-furlong Spinaway Stakes (G1) by 1% lengths on Sep-
tember 4 at Saratoga Race Course.

Trainer Tony Dutrow signed the ticket for $95,000 to pur-
chase the bay filly at the 2010 Keeneland September yearling
sale.

Bred by Darley, sheis one of three winners from four starters
out ofthe Ezzoud (Ire) mare Season’s Greetings (Ire), a stakes
winner in France at two and multiple group stakes-placed in
France at two and three.

An indifferent stallion, Ezzoud is not the typical broodmare
sire of a Spinaway winner. As a racehorse, he captured back-
to-back runnings of the about 1%e-mile Juddmonte International
Stakes (Eng-G1) at York.

Grace Hall's unraced grandam, Dream Season, is a full sis-
ter to French group 3 winner Elizabeth Bay. The latter also is
the dam of graded stakes winner Bayeux and second dam of
2010 Prix Ganay (Fr-G1) winner Cutlass Bay.

The immediate family is anchored by Grace Hall’s celebrated
third dam, multiple Grade 1 winner Life At the Top, clearly one
of her generation’s best fillies.

Furtherback, Grace Hall’s extended American family flourished
at Warren Wright’s legendary Calumet Farm.

In 1931, Wright bought our subject’s eighth dam, 1924 Preak-
ness Stakes winner Nellie Morse, for $6,100 while in foal to the
Man o’ War stallion American Flag. The subsequent foal,
Calumet’s first stakes-winning homebred Nellie Flag, was con-
sensus champion two-year old filly for 1934. Her daughter Nellie
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L. followed with wins in the 1943 Kentucky Oaks and Acorn
Stakes.

In turn, Nellie L.’s daughter, the foundation mare Comely
Nell, appears as Grace Hall’s fifth dam. She is best known as
the dam of 1976 champion three-year-old male Bold Forbes and
the second dam of unbeaten Saratoga Six.

Grace Hall hails from the fifth American crop of Empire Maker,
the leading third-crop sire by 2009 earnings, who was sold in
November 2010 to the Japan Bloodhorse Breeders’ Association.

The former Juddmonte homebred now stands atthe Shizunai
Stallion Station on the northern island of Hokkaido.

So far, six of Empire Maker’s seven Grade 1 winners have
been fillies.

Grace Hall’s pedigree is highlighted by a 3x4 cross of E1 Gran
Senor and his older full brother Try My Best, a pair of
English/Irish champions who shared their prominent con-
nections having been bred by E. P. Taylor, conditioned by
Vincent O’Brien, and campaigned by Robert Sangster.

The reverse of this relatively uncommon cross (Try My Best
over El Gran Senor 4x2) appeared in the pedigree of globe-
trekking Ramonti, a five-time Group 1 winner in 2006 and 2007.

A more recent example of inbreeding to full siblings from this
family is Chinchon (Ire), who is inbred 3x3 to Try My Best and
his full sister Northern Prancer. Chinchon captured last year’s
Betfair/TVG United Nations Stakes (G1) at Monmouth Park and
came back with a runner-up effort in the same race this season.

Look for more of these superior individuals whose pedigrees
demonstrate inbreeding to the family of 1982 Broodmare of the
Year Best in Show.

Rommy Faversham is a pedigree specialist and author living in Los
Angeles. More of his work is available at http://www.equicross.com.
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