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Grassy looks classy winning Bowling Green Handicap

by Rommy Faversham

Opening day at Belmont Park’s fall meet was highlighted by
Grassy’s return to graded stakes-winning form as the five-year-
old El Prado (Ire) horse charged to the lead in midstretch en
route to an impressive half-length victory in the Bowling Green
Handicap (G2) on September 10.

Sent off as the 9-to-5 second choice in the field of seven,
Grassy completed 1% miles in 2:19.69 on a turf course rated as
good.

The Kentucky homebred’s career mark improved to five wins
from 15 lifetime starts while his bankroll grew to $415,564. His
victories include last year’s Red Smith Handicap (G2) at Aque-
duct, also at 1% miles.

Campaigned by breeders Claiborne Farm and Adele Dilschnei-
der, Grassy is one of eight winners from 11 starters out of the
Rousillon mare High Savannah (GB), who placed in six of her
11 starts during three racing seasons in England.

A significantly better broodmare than runner, High Savan-
nah is the dam of a trio of group/graded stakes winners, all
three, in fact, sired by different sons of Sadler’s Wells.

These three-quarter siblings include English Group 2-winning
filly Lady in Waiting, by Kylian, and French Group 3-winning
gelding Savannah Bay, by In the Wings (GB).

The remarkable affinity between the lines of Sadler’s Wells
and Never Bend (creating inbreeding to key matron Lalun)
continues to presentitselfin the pedigrees of superior individuals
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throughout the world.

Never Bend’s grandson Rousillon, by Riverman, was a Group
1-winning miler in England and France. So far, his daughters
have combined to produce a total of 14 group and graded stakes
winners. Correspondingly, six of these have been sired by a
son of Sadler’s Wells or his full brother Fairy King.

High Savannah’s half sister, English group-placed Maid for
Walking (GB) is the dam of Claiborne Farm’s Grade 1-winning
homebred Stroll, by Pulpit

Grassy’s immediate family also includes European group
winners Lovelace (GB) and Gairloch.

Further back, this is an English tail-female line that
gets rather thin when it comes to descendants worth
remembering.

Grassy hails from the 13th crop of El Prado, who died in 2009
of an apparent heart attack at age 20. As such, his final crop of
foals are now two-year olds.

Ireland’s champion two-year-old of 1991, El Prado proved to
be the spearhead in the introduction, if not return, of Sadler’s
Wells blood into North America. His growing list of success-
ful sons at stud has been led by Medaglia d’Oro, a sensational
sire of fillies.

Grassy inherited his gray or roan coat from *Mahmoud, sire
of El Prado’s third dam, Ghazni.

*Mahmoud’s profound influence on the breed hasindeed led
to his permanence as primary mid-20th century conduit in the
transmission of the Mendelian dominant gray or roan gene.

If only the genetics of speed, stamina and surface, preference
were as straight forward.

Rommy Faversham is a pedigree specialist and author living in
Los Angeles. More ofhis work is available at http:/ /www.equicross.com.
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