PEDIGREE PROFILE

N s\l by Rommy Faversham

Prioress winner’s family tree reveals plenty of Hidden Talent

By Rommy Faversham

Nearing the eighth pole, Her Smile gamely rallied through
a narrow opening at the rail—the winning move en route to a
stirring half-length victory in the Prioress Stakes (G1) for three-
year-old fillies on July 4 at Belmont Park.

The six-furlong race was the first graded stakes win for the
Include filly, who clearly seems better at sprint distances. From
five starts under seven furlongs she has four victories, but she
is winless at five starts at one mile or beyond. She has career
earnings of $316,360 from her four wins, two seconds, and two
thirds from her ten career starts.

- : Her Smile de-
" scends from an ex-
ceedingly quiet
branch of the other-
wise highly influen-
tial clan of *La
Troienne, her eighth
dam. She is, in fact,
thefirst North Amer-
ican graded stakes
winner to appear
under her first four
dams.

The dark bay or
brown filly is one of
four winners from as many starters out of the winning Capote
mare Hepburn, who also has an unraced two-year-old full brother
to Her Smiile.

Her Smile was bred in Virginia by William M. Backer, who
also is the breeder of her first two dams. A restricted stakes
winner at two, she was purchased privately in April by celebrity
chef Bobby Flay.

Her a pedigree was very cleverly planned and represents a
second consecutive generation of inbreeding to the family of
Broad Brush, Her Smile’s paternal grandsire.

Her Smile’s sire, Grade 1 winner Include, is inbred, 4x5, to
1959 Kentucky Oaks winner Hidden Talent through her daugh-
ters Turn to Talent and Too Bald, the former the grandam of
Broad Brush, the latter the dam of Baldski, sire of Include’s
grandam.

In turn, Her Smile’s dam, Hepburn, provides a third com-
plementary strain of this tribe via her sire, Capote, another im-
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portant son of 1986 Broodmare of the Year Too Bald and a third
key descendant of Hidden Talent.

Nothing really new, inbreeding to the female family from
which both grandsires descend continues to serve as a valu-
able method in the breeding of superior runners.

On a different note, the Prioress Stakes was named after the
first American-bred and -owned Thoroughbred to win a race
in England. The four-year old Sovereign filly beat 33 others in
Newmarket’s 1857 Cesarewitch Stakes at 2% miles, by taking
the runoff that followed a triple dead heat.

Never having the slightest effect as a matriarch, Prioress was
a half sister to War Dance and Lecomte, a pair who ultimately
became ubiquitous throughout American pedigrees as sires to
the second and third dams of the foundation stallion Domino.
She was produced by the great racemare Reel.

Her Smile hails from the fifth crop of the Airdrie Stud stal-
lion Include who may, in fact, be the last serious shot to extend
Domino’s ultratenuous tail-male line.

The future of this line remains iffy as all three of Include’s
North American graded stakes winners are fillies, albeit Grade
1-winning fillies.

Rommy Faversham is a pedigree specialist and author living in
Los Angeles. More ofhis work is available at http:/ /www.equicross.com.
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