PEDIGREE PROFILE

Bourbonette winner Hot Cha Cha makes all the right moves

Hot Cha Cha, dk. b. or br. f., 2006

by Rommy Faversham

Not to be denied by a wide trip, three-year-old filly Hot Cha Cha
c1rc1ed the ﬁeld before dashing past the leaders in midstretch en
route to adominant six-length vic-
tory in the $150,000 Bourbonette
Oaks (G3) on March 21 at Tur-
fway Park.

Sent off as the 9-to-1 fifth
wagering choice, the Cactus Ridge
filly prevailed in her stakes debut,
completing one mile on the syn-
thetic Polytrack surface in 1:37.22.

= el Hot Cha Cha entered off an op-
HOT CHA CHA tional claiming victory at the same
distance on March 7 at the Florence, Kentucky, track. The dark bay
or brown filly has won three of her five lifetime starts, all at Turfway.
Her bankroll stands at $114,760.

Hot Cha Cha was bred in Kentucky by her owner, Nelson McMakin,
who also bred her dam, the Broad Brush mare Reduced Sentence,
who was unplaced in two starts at age three.

Reduced Sentence has produced two winners from three starters.

So far, daughters of Broad Brush have produced 15 group or graded
stakes winners, including 2006 champion two-year-old filly Dream-
ing of Anna.

Hot Cha Cha’s family (number 5-f) is anchored by her fifth dam, the
Foundation Mare Grey Flight, who produced an amazing nine stakes
winners while initiating her own profound influence on the breed. The
gray daughter of *Mahmoud was the highest-priced filly at the 1946
Saratoga yearling sale when purchased for $35,000 by Mrs. Henry
Carnegie Phipps’s Wheatley Stable.

Hot Cha Cha’s fourth dam, allowance winner Clear Ceiling, pro-
duced three stakes winners, including 1980 One Thousand Guineas
(Eng-G1) winner Quick as Lightning.

This high-octane tribe would later be advanced by Phipps’s scion
and eminent horseman Ogden Mills Phipps, who bred Hot Cha Cha’s
second and third dams, Long Term and Infinite.

Hot Cha Cha’s grandam, Long Term, is a close relative of recent
Racing Hall of Fame inductee Inside Information. Both are by Private
Account out of a daughter of Clear Ceiling, a full sister to two-time
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leading United States sire What a Pleasure and a half sister to multi-
ple champion filly Misty Morn, dam of two champions.

This branch of the Grey Flight clan has also produced United States
champions Smuggler and Kona Gold and multiple Grade 1 winner
Educated Risk.

Hot Cha Cha’s Bourbonette score is the first graded stakes win for
her sire, Cactus Ridge.

The Hennessy stallion was unbeaten in four starts as a two-year-old,
including a trio of stakes victories by a combined 24 lengths. A right
knee injury suffered prior to the 2003 Breeders’ Cup Juvenile (G1)
led to Cactus Ridge’s early retirement. He stands at Walmac Farm in
Lexington for a fee of $6,000.

Afive-generation outcross, Hot Cha Cha’s pedigree does not demon-
strate any special patterns or affinities. Her success simply affirms
that the right elements are all there.

Rommy Faversham is a pedigree specialist and author living in Los
Angeles. More of his work is available at http://www.equicross.com.
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