PEDIGREE PROFILE

Stamina influence pays off as Oil Man scores on Hollywood turf

by Rommy Faversham

Oil Man (Ire) registered his first career stakes victory on Sunday
as he rallied through the stretch to prove best by a widening length
in the $100,000 Cinema Handicap (G3) at Hollywood Park.

Thethree-year old Pyrus colt, sent

off as the 2.20-to-1 second choice in
., a field of six, covered 1'% miles in
}g 1:48.72 on firm turf.
Having previously struggled at dis-
: tances of 1%4s miles and less, Oil Man
% has now put together back-to-back
victories for the first time. He entered
off a nose triumph in a 1%mile al-
lowance race on April 19 on the Santa
Anita Park turf.

At age two, the bay colt had one win from four starts in England
before his transfer to Southern California in the fall. His record stands
at three wins from ten starts and earnings of $107,194.

Bred in Ireland by Diana Webley, Oil Man is, to date, the first and
only starter out of the Batshoof (Ire) mare So Precious, a sturdy but
moderate three-time winner who started 41 times during five seasons
on the flat and the jumps.

Oil Man’s broodmare sire, Batshoof, was a Group 2 winner at 1%
miles as a four-year old.

Oil Man’s female family is fairly well stocked with stamina influences
but is relatively light on major stakes winners. The clan has previously
issued German group winners Fight Club (Ger) and Flambo. Further
back, Oil Man’s unplaced fourth dam, Pallakis (GB) is a full sister to
English champion two-year-old filly and classic winner Night Off.

Oil Man hails from the third crop of the obscure Mr. Prospector
stallion Pyrus and represents his sire’s first stakes winner.

As arunner, Pyrus was best at four, when he captured the 2002 Fort
Marcy Handicap (G3) on yielding turf at Aqueduct.

Sire of 31 winners (13.2%) from 235 foals in four crops of racing age,
he stands at Ballyhane Stud in County Carlow, Ireland, with a 2009 fee
of approximately $5,591 (4,000 euros).
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It probably is not a coincidence that Pyrus’s first exceptional run-
ner is out of a Sadler’s Wells-line mare. This is the same strain that al-
ready has enjoyed so much success with other Mr. Prospector stallions
out of Nureyev mares—a list that includes Kingmambo and some of
his sons.

The auspicious cross of the close relatives Nureyev and Sadler’s
Wells, which creates inbreeding to their common matriarch Special,
continues to appear within the pedigrees of top performers, especially
on turf.

For good measure, all three graded/group stakes winners out of
Batshoof broodmares are by stallions carrying Nureyev blood. This
includes 2007 Golden Jubilee Stakes (Eng-G1) winner Soldier’s Tale,
by the Nureyev stallion Stravinsky.

Rommy Faversham is a pedigree specialist and author living in Los
Angeles. More of his work is available at http://www.equicross.com.
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