PEDIGREE PROFILE

Pretty Unusual follows grandam to El Encino glory

by Rommy Faversham

The $150,000 El Encino Stakes (G2) on January 17 at Santa Anita
Park proved to be a family affair, especially for winning filly Pretty
Unusual and her popular co-owner veteran actor Jack Klugman.

The aptly named four-year-old overcame odds of 29.70-to-1 as she
split horses in midstretch en route to an impressive 1%length victory
over 9-to-5 favorite Stardom Bound, the 2008 champion two-year-old
filly.

A bay Unusual Heat filly, Pretty
Unusual completed the 14-mile race
£ in 1:43.72 on the synthetic Pro-Ride
¥ ., surface. She was bred in California
by David Abrams and Madeline
2 Auerbach.

The El Encino was the first
graded stakes win for Pretty Un-
usual, who captured the Melair
PRETTY UNUSUAL Stakes on the California Gold Rush
program at Hollywood Park on April 25. She improved to three
wins and two seconds from ten starts and boosted her earnings to
$249,632.

Pretty Unusual is campaigned by Auerbach, Marie Goda, and
Klugman.

Perhaps best known for his starring roles in television’s “The Odd
Couple” and “Quincy M.E.”, Klugman also was the breeder and owner
of our subject’s first two dams.

Twenty years ago, Pretty Unusual’s grandam, Akinemod,
annihilated a field of peers in the 1990 El Encino when she scored
by 18 lengths—one of the widest margins of stakes victory in track
history.

David Abrams’ brother, Barry, has been responsible for training a
good portion of Unusual Heat’s top offspring, including this one.

Pretty Unusual is one of two winners from as many starters out of
the winning Siphon (Brz) mare Sci Fi Kin. She also is the dam of a
pair of full siblings to Pretty Unusual—an unraced three-year old filly
named Jax El as well as a yearling colt.
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Pretty Unusual, b. f., 2006
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Pretty Unusual hails from the eighth crop of Unusual Heat, who
stands at Old English Rancho in Sanger, California.
Itisincreasingly evident that no sire—local or other wise—has ben-
efitted more from California racing’s wholesale switch to synthetic
surfaces than this Nureyev stallion.
The Golden State’s leading turf sire since 2004, Unusual Heat has
gone on to prove himself as a leading source of winners on all four of
California’s all-weather surfaces.
After setting the progeny earnings record of $5,827,513 for a Cal-

ifornia stallion in 2008, Unusual Heat collected his second con-
secutive state sire title in 2009 with progeny earnings totaling
$5,184,194.

Rommy Faversham is a pedigree specialist and author living in Los
Angeles. More of his work is available at http://www.equicross.com
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