PEDIGREE PROFILE

Aristides winner Riley Tucker inbred to the family of his sire

Riley Tucker, dr. b. or br. h., 2005

by Rommy Faversham

Riley Tucker’s long drought in stakes company came to a well-
deserved end on May 29 at Churchill Downs when the five-year old
Harlan’s Holiday horse made the most of a favorable trip to draw off
by two lengths in the $107,900 Aristides Stakes (G3).
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His lifetime mark stands at five wins, six seconds, and four thirds
from 24 starts and a bankroll of $440,805.

A $375,000 purchase by Zayat Stables at the 2006 Fasig-Tipton Ken-
tucky July sale of selected yearlings, Riley Tucker was bred in Ken-
tucky by Formal Gold LLC.

He is one of seven winners from ten starters out of the winning Bold
Ruckus mare My Sweet Country, a half sister to multiple graded stakes
winner Hey Hazel, by Ascot Knight.

My Sweet Country also has produced Canadian stakes winners
Patriot Love, by With Approval, and Deputy Country, by Silver Deputy.

Much of Riley Tucker’s female family was developed by Canada’s
preeminent horseman, E. P. Taylor, who is responsible for breeding
our subject’s second, and third dams.

This clan, which traces back to Riley Tucker’s fourth dam, Reply,
has always performed particularly well with the male line of North-
ern Dancer—Taylor’s crowning achievement.

Reply also is the ancestress of Canadian champions Cool Reception,
Fanfreluche and her offspring L'Enjoleur, La Voyageuse, and Medaille
d’Or.

Riley Tucker hails from the first crop of three-time Grade 1 winner
Harlan’s Holiday, who stands at Airdrie Stud in Midway, Kentucky.

Riley Tucker represents his sire’s sixth graded stakes winner and
is the second among them from a Boldnesian-line mare.
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The potential of an affinity between Harlan’s Holiday and brood-
mares carrying Boldnesian blood is supported by the fact that both
sires descend from the same family.

Specifically, Harlan’s Holiday’s illustrious third dam, Princessne-
sian, the last filly to win the Hollywood Gold Cup Handicap (in 1968),
is Boldnesian’s half sister. This cross establishes inbreeding to their
common dam, 1956 Spinaway Stakes winner and influential matron
Alanesian.

Though relatively uncommon, variable patterns of inbreeding to
Alanesian and her dam, the Foundation Mare Alablue, have been
observed within the pedigrees of stakes winners since the early
1990s.

Last year, complementary pairs of Alanesian’s strains appeared
within the pedigrees of Holy Bull Stakes (G3) winner Saratoga Sin-
ner, by Harlan’s Holiday, as well as El Camino Real Derby (G3) win-
ner Chocolate Candy, by Candy Ride (Arg).

Rommy Faversham is a pedigree specialist and author living in Los
Angeles. More of his work is available at http://www.equicross.com.
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