PEDIGREE PROFILE

Soul Warrior bears auspicious double dose of Nothirdchance

by Rommy Faversham

The 40th running of the $750,000 West Virginia Derby (G2) at Moun-
taineer Race Track on August 1 was tabbed as a showdown between
the governing speed of race favorite Big Drama and the furious clos-
ingkick of Kentucky Derby Pre-
sented by Yum! Brands (G1)
winner Mine That Bird.

Underappreciated in all of this
was 23-to-1 longshot Soul War-
rior, who rallied to outfinish both
£ of hiskey opponents and score
S a spirited neck victory, his first
¢ instakes competition. The three-
2 year old Lion Heart colt com-

pleted 1% miles in 1:51.46 on a

track rated as fast.

Soul Warrior’s lifetime mark improved to three wins from seven
starts and earnings of $589,720. The chestnut colt has changed hands
three times at auction, including last year’s Ocala Breeders’ Sale Co.
March sale of selected two-year-olds in training, where he was purchased
for $290,000 by current owner Zayat Stables.

Bred in Kentucky by Bob Austin, Copperhead Stable, and David
Hanley, Soul Warrior is one of seven winners from eight starters out
of the unraced Meadowlake mare Urmia, the dam of My Miss Storm
Cat, by Sea of Secrets, who was graded stakes-placed at age two and
a stakes winner at four.
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Soul Warrior’s grandam, Chaldea, annexed a pair of Grade 3 stakes
at Aqueduct as a six-year-old. She also is the second dam of Grade 1-
placed multiple stakes winner Better Than Bonds.

Chaldea’s half sister Cheval Volant, a Grade 1 winner in Southern
California at two and three, is the grandam of two English multiple
group stakes winners, including 2000 Sagitta One Thousand Guineas
(Eng-G1) winner Lahan (GB).

Soul Warrior’s tail-female line traces back to his sixth dam, Flaring
Top, aFoundation Mare for eminent Canadian horseman E. P. Taylor.
She is the grandam of Nijinsky II, who appears in our subject’s ex-
tended pedigree as the sire of State, Tale of the Cat’s third dam.

Soul Warrior hails from the first crop of the Coolmore shuttle stal-
lion Lion Heart, whose stands the Northern Hemisphere season in
Central Kentucky and shuttles to Australia for the Southern Hemi-
sphere breeding season.

Soul Warrior’s broodmare sire, Meadowlake, has been promi-
nent of late, particularly as part of a growing affinity. He descends
from the family of Hail to Reason and the crossing of their blood,
as occurs in this pedigree, creates inbreeding to their common ma-
triarch, Nothirdchance, winner of a division of the 1951 Acorn
Stakes.

A variation of this pattern was noted four weeks ago when we pro-
filed the pedigree of Jersey Shore Stakes (G3) winner Custom for Car-
los, by the Hail to Reason-line stallion More Than Ready out of a
Meadowlake mare.

For good measure, Grade 1 winner Seventh Street won the Go for
Wand Stakes (G1) on August 2 at Saratoga Race Course. Out ofa Mead-
owlake mare, she is by Street Cry (Ire), who also conveys a strain of
Hail to Reason.

Rommy Faversham is a pedigree specialist and author living in Los
Angeles. More of his work is available at http://www.equicross.com
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