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\ . \ by Rommy Faversham

Stay Thirsty earns some indulgence with winning Gotham effort

Stay Thirsty, dk. b. or br. c., 2008

On March 5, Stay Thirsty made the most of his three-year old debut,
racking up his first stakes victory as he drew off to a 3%-length vic-
tory in the 1%smile Gotham Stakes (G3) at Aqueduct.

Last season, the colt’s best effort was a creditable runner-up
performance to Boys At Tosconova in the Three Chimneys Hopeful
Stakes (G1). In his
final start at age
two, he finished
fifth, 14% lengths
behind stablemate
and subsequent
two-year-old male
£ champion Uncle
Mo in the Grey
Goose Breeders’
Cup Juvenile (G1)
at Churchill Downs.

Bredin Kentucky

— byJohn D. Gunther
STAY THIRSTY and John Darren
Gunther, the dark bay or brown Bernardini colt was a $500,000 pur-
chase at the 2010 Fasig-Tipton Calder sale of selected two-year-olds
in training.

Stay Thirsty might have been overmatched against Uncle Mo in the
Breeders’ Cup, but now he has a bit of an advantage over the more
celebrated colt, as far as his Derby-friendly pedigree is concerned.

Stay Thirsty’s female family, much of it developed by famed King
Ranch of Texas, is rich with classic influences.

He is the youngest of seven winners from as many starters out of the
winning Storm Bird mare Marozia, also the dam of the stakes-winning
full brothers Superfly and Andromeda’s Hero, by Fusaichi Pegasus, the
latter a runner-up to Afleet Alex in the 2005 Belmont Stakes (G1).

Stay Thirsty’s stakes-winning grandam, Make Change, by Roberto,
was Grade 1-placed on eight occasions.

The sires of his second, third, fourth and fifth dams all were clas-
sic winners, while his fifth dam, Equal Venture, was a full sister to 1946
Triple Crown winner Assault.

The matrilineal icing on the cake: Stay Thirsty’s eighth dam Masda
was a full sister to the great Man o’ War.
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Stay Thirsty hails from the first crop of 2006 Preakness Stakes (G1)

winner and champion three-year-old male Bernardini, by A.P. Indy

Having supplanted even his own breed-shaping sire to become a
very popular choice as first mate for racing’s darling Zenyatta,
Bernardini could go on to rock star status if he can strike gold with
his first set of classic hopefuls. So far, he is primarily represented by
Stay Thirsty and highly regarded multiple Grade 2 winner To Serve
and Honor.

Bernardini’s dam, Cara Rafaela, was a Grade 1 winner at two when,
perhaps with a little better racing luck, she might have earned two-
year-old champion filly honors.

Stay Thirsty’s intuitive title is a useful reminder of that essential
element within a three-year old’s character as horse and handler pur-
sue that ever so coveted blanket of roses.

Stay Thirsty, my friend.

Rommy Faversham is a pedigree specialist and author living in Los
Angeles. More of his work is available at http://www.equicross.com.
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