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French-bred Zagora delivers tour de force in Diana

by Rommy Faversham

Having patiently stalked from midpack throughout the back-
stretch, Zagora (Fr) angled out and then struck the front near-
ing the eighth pole, drawing clear to an impressive 1%-length
victory in the $500,000 Diana Stakes (G1) at Saratoga Race-
course on July 30.

The Diana was the first top-level stakes win for the consis-
tent four-year-old Green Tune filly, who completed the 1%-mile
Diana in 1:49.19 on
turf rated as good.

Winner of two
French Group 3races
last season, Zagora’s
lifetime earnings
climbed to $676,522.
She improved to five
wins, four seconds,
and two thirds from
13 career starts.

Bred by Eric
Puerari and Oceanic
Bloodstock, the chest-
nut filly was sold for
$139,602 as a yearling at the 2008 Arqana Deauville August
yearling sale.

Zagora is one of three winners from four starters out of the
unraced Mtoto mare Zaneton.

Zagora’s stakes-winning third dam, Party Doll, by Be My
Guest, produced ten winners, including French highweight
Titus Livius (Fr) and Briseida, winner of the Preis der Freunde
und Forderer des Dusseldorfer Reiter-und Rennvereins (Ger-
G2) (German One Thousand Guineas).

Zagora’s extended family is anchored by her seventh dam,
the Foundation Mare Ampola, who is the third dam of Green
Dancer, our subject’s paternal grandsire.

This represents an auspicious pattern of inbreeding to the
family of Green Dancer with accompanying reinforcement of
the tail-female line through its key mare, Ampola. Fillies with
pedigrees like this often go on to become particularly effective
broodmares.

Zagora hails from the 11th crop of the smartly bred Green
Dancer stallion Green Tune and is one of her sire’s 14 group
or graded stakes winners.
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Green Tune was euthanized on January 1, the day he offi-
cially turned 20, after fracturing his right hind leg at the Haras
d’Etreham in Normandy, France, where he had stood since re-
tiring to stud in 1996.

Like his sire, awinner ofthe Dubai Poule d’Essai des Poulains
(Fr-G1) (French Two Thousand Guineas), Green Tune had en-
joyed one of his best seasons in 2010, finishing second in Eu-
ropean progeny earnings among active French sires.

Elsewhere, Zagora picks up a healthy dose of stamina from
herbroodmare sireline, anothervanishing strip of non-Phalaris
descent.

Mtoto and his sire, Busted, both scored in the King George
VI and Queen Elizabeth Stakes (Eng-G1) at 1% miles and the
Eclipse Stakes (Eng-G1) at 1% miles.

From only a handful of opportunities, the cross of a Green
Dancer stallion with a daughter of Mtoto also has yielded 1999
Eclipse Stakes winner and European highweight Compton Ad-
miral, by Suave Dancer.

Another sign of compatibility between sire and dam is the
3x5 cross of three-quarter brothers Nijinsky II and The Min-
strel, who each scored English-Irish Derby doubles.

Rommy Faversham is a pedigree specialist and author living in Los

Angeles. More of his work is available at http://www.equicross.com.
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